



2012 Polk County

                                       My Dad, My Hero Essay Contest 

Instructions 
This essay contest is designed so that students in grades 7-10th can express their thoughts and feelings on the important topic of fatherhood. We recognize that some students may have little or no contact with their biological father as a result of death, divorce, or abandonment. Consequently, you may encourage those students to write about a father figure-this could be a stepfather, uncle, or even a male teacher or coach. 
Please emphasize that you want your students to be honest and open in articulating their relationship with their father even if the relationship is not a positive one. All essays will be judged and treated with the same respect and confidentially. While the fathers in those particular essays will not be chosen as a My Dad, My Hero finalist, it is possible that the essayist could still be a grade level winner. 
Packet Contents
· Teacher Checklist/Submission Form- Before submitting student essays, teachers should photocopy essays (one copy for the family and a second or the student file), review the Teacher Checklist, and fill out the Teacher Submission Form. Complete one Teacher Submission Form for each class and place with the essays in a large envelope. Essays and any submitted artwork will not be returned and will become property of Live the Life. 
· Contest Fact Sheet- The front side lists what students need to know about the assignment; reverse side lists the Essay Contest prizes. You may reproduce this page for students and other educators. 

· Official Entry Form- Submit essays with completed Official Entry Form. This enables students to receive their prizes and fathers/father figures to participate in the selection process for My Dad, My Hero. All information is held in strictest confidence and will not be used for any purposes except to notify participants the My Dad, My Hero essay contest. 
· Nomination Certificate- Copy and send the nomination certificate home to encourage the nominees to get involved. 

Semi-Finalist Notification

Ten semi- finalists will be awarded from each grade level (6-12th). Teachers of the semi-finalists will be notified via email by Friday, April 20, 2012 and will receive a questionnaire to distribute to the father or father figure of their students. Father and father figures who complete and return the questionnaire by the designated deadline will continue in the nomination process for the My Dad, My Hero award. 

Finalist Notification

Teachers of the finalists will be notified_______________________.  Finalists will be formally awarded at the My Dad, My Hero Award Ceremony. Questions? Please contact Amanda May by email @ Amanda@livethe life.org or by phone at (863)644-5433. 

Judging Process 

Will be announced once the number of schools and student participants have been confirmed. The judging process will be performed by Live the Life staff, volunteers, board members, and community leaders.
